
Safety Overview 

Bob May 

Deputy Director, EHS&Q 

7632 or 718-4397 



Topics 

• EHS&Q Rights and Responsibilities 

• EHS&Q Resources 

• Hazard Identification 

• General Emergency Procedures 

• General Hazards On-Site 



“No activity can be 

considered so urgent or so 

important that our safety or 

environmental protection 

may be compromised.” 

Hugh Montgomery, Director 



Every person at Jefferson Lab has a 

right to a safe workplace 

and an obligation to inform line 

management when he or she 

considers a condition to be unsafe. 



Your Responsibilities 

• STOP if you don’t know what you are doing: 

•Ask for assistance or information 

•Notify your supervisor/mentor if you feel unqualified to perform an assigned 

task or you believe it is unsafe 

• Pay attention: 

•  Written instructions 

• What you are doing, especially during novel or repetitive tasks 

• Your co-workers (Avoid working alone) 

• Your surroundings, especially when entering an unfamiliar area 

• Report and correct unsafe conditions 

• Report all work related injuries (even minor) and near misses 



Your Mentor’s Responsibilities 

• Provide a safe workplace 

• Inform you about hazards and how to function safely in your work 

 area 

• Resolve expressed EHS&Q concerns promptly 



Hazard Identification 

• Signs 

• Postings 

• Written Instructions 



The NFPA Safety Diamond 

• Gives an ‘at a glance’ rating of a substance’s relative hazard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Hazards are ranked on a scale from 0 to 4 

  • 0 - no hazard 

  • 4 - extreme hazard 







Written Instructions 

• Operational Safety Procedures (OSP) formal 
– Provides a means for defining operating procedures and 

EHS&Q techniques to be used in dealing with unusual hazards 

• Temporary OSP (TOSP) 
–  Provides a means for planning and approving special, usually 

short-term or first-time tasks to ensure they are conducted 

safely 

• Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) informal 
– Provides a means of propagating sound operational procedures 

and EHS&Q techniques for routine operations and dealing with 

common hazards 

– Includes quantitative performance measures for assessing work 



Resources at Your Disposal 

• Supervisor/Mentor 

• EHS&Q Specialists 

• Jefferson Lab EHS&Q Manual 

• Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 

• Safety Procedures 

• Jefferson Lab Safety Lab (Trailer 35) 



Other EHS&Q Training 

 Depending on your specific duties, you may be required to complete 

additional EHS&Q training courses. Successful completion of this training 

course gives you certification in: 

  • General EHS&Q Overview/Hazard Awareness 

  • Fire Safety Level 1 

  • Oxygen Deficiency Hazards (ODH) 

  • General Employee Radiological Training 



General Emergency Procedures 

 Remember: Minimize the risk to yourself 

    Help as your training or knowledge permits 

    Notify the authorities and experts ASAP 
 

• Take situation-specific actions 

   Evacuate 

   Notify Co-workers 

   De-energize Power Sources and Contain Spills (only with proper training) 
 

• Call 911 if ambulance, police or fire response is needed 
 

• Call Jefferson Lab Security (x5822 / 1-757-269-5822) 
 

• Notify your supervisor 
 

• Notify Divisional EHS&Q Personnel 



Occupational Safety and Health Services 

Building 28 VARC, Room 22 

x7539 

 

Hours 

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Except for a one hour lunch period 

 

First Aid kits are available throughout the site 

 

Remember: 

  • Please don’t get hurt 

  • If you do get hurt, you must notify the clinic, your mentor 

   and Steve Gagnon 







General Hazards Overview 

• Common Hazards 

  • Fire 

  • Traffic 

  • Office Safety 

  • Severe Weather 

  • Industrial Activities 

 

• Jefferson Lab Specific Hazards 

  • Electrical Safety/Lock, Tag and Try 

  • Chemicals 

  • Cryogenics 

  • Oxygen Deficiency Hazard (ODH) 

  • Ionizing and non-ionizing radiation 



Fire 

 Fires can break out anywhere on site. They can be caused by welding, 

electrical problems, chemical reactions and by other means. Most buildings 

are equipped with fire alarms, sprinklers and fire extinguishers, where 

appropriate. 
 

In case of fire: 

  • Notify co-workers as you vacate the area 

  • Pull the nearest fire alarm 

  • Call 911 

  • Call Security at x5822 or 1-757-269-5822 

  • DO NOT RISK YOUR LIFE to put out the fire 

  • Evacuate to the Muster Point 
 

Evacuation plans are posted in each building. 

Become familiar with two evacuation routes from your work area. 



Traffic 

• Obey the posted speed limits 

• Wear seat belts if they are installed in the vehicle you are driving 

• The entire Lab is a no passing zone – do not pass a motorized vehicle 

 unless they stop and allow it 

•  Yield to pedestrians.  

•  You may pass a “person powered” vehicle if you  can do it safely 

• Bicycles and golf carts must also obey the rules of the road 

• Bicyclists must wear helmets (ask your mentor, they are available in the 

 stock room) 

• Observe special care in parking lots 



Office Safety 

• Proper lighting and ventilation 

• Check for faulty electrical cords 

• Check for trip hazards 

• Proper use and storage of chemicals (such as “white out,” cleaners and 

 copier supplies) 

• Proper use of paper cutters, scissors, staplers, etc… 

• Don’t use chairs as ladders 

• Don’t store chemical products in food/beverage refrigerators 



Severe Weather 

 Notification of severe weather conditions is provided by weather alert 

radios, site-wide pages/texts/emails and emergency siren. 
 

 Thunderstorms 

  • Position yourself to avoid lightning exposure 

 Tornadoes (we have an LOUD site-wide siren) 

  • Protect yourself from winds and falling objects, assemble in Severe 

 Wind/Take Cover Areas 

  • If caught outside, lie down in the nearest depression or ditch 

 Hurricanes 

  • Follow preparation information from Jefferson Lab and local 

   government agencies 

 High or Low Temperatures 

  • Minimize outdoor exposure, dress appropriately and stay hydrated 



Industrial Activities 

 Stay out of areas where industrial activities are underway 

  • Materials handling (cranes, rigging and forklifts) 

  • Civil construction 

  • Shop machinery 

  • Welding 

 

Never position yourself or allow yourself 

to be located between a moving or 

suspended load and the floor! 



Hazardous Chemicals 

How do I avoid them? 

  • Stay out of posted or barricaded areas unless accompanied by an 

   authorized person 

  • Review the MSDS sheet for unfamiliar chemicals 

  • Be aware of the NFPA safety diamond 


