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PREX is a fascinating experiment that uses parity

violation to accurately  determine the neutron

radius in 208Pb. This has broad applications to
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conservation and tests of the standard model.  The

conference will begin with introductory lectures
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The Liquid Drop Model
Bethe-Weizsäcker Mass Formula (circa 1935-36)

Nuclear forces saturate           equilibrium density
Nuclei penalized for developing a surface
Nuclei penalized by Coulomb repulsion
Nuclei penalized for isospin imbalance (N≠Z)

Bethe-Weizsäcker Mass Formula (circa 1935-36)
Nuclear forces saturate ) equilibrium density
Nuclei penalized for developing a surface
Nuclei penalized by Coulomb repulsion
Nuclei penalized if N 6=Z
B(Z , N) = �avA + asA2/3 + acZ 2/A1/3 + aa(N�Z )2/A + . . .

+ shell corrections (2, 8, 20, 28, 50, 82, 126, ...)

av'16.0, as'17.2, ac'0.7, aa'23.3 (in MeV)
Neutron stars are gravitationally bound!
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Heaven on Earth!The Enormous Reach of the Neutron Skin: Covariance Analysis

Neutron skin as proxy for neutron-star radii . . . and more!
Calibration of nuclear functional from optimization of a quality measure
New era: predictability typical – uncertainty quantification demanded
Neutron skin strongly correlated to a myriad of neutron star properties:

Radii, Enhanced Cooling, Moment of Inertia, . . .

40 50 60 70 80
L (MeV)

12

12.5

13

13.5

14

14.5

R
N

S 
[M

/M
su

n]
 (

km
)

RNS[0.8]
RNS[1.4]

CAB=0.988

FSUGold

CAB=0.946

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Correlation with skin of 208Pb

skin 132Sn

RNS[0.8]
RNS[1.4]

skin 48Ca

l
t

skin 208Pb

L

Yp
t

MDUrca

Icrust[0.8]

St
ru

ct
ur

e
Pa

st
a

Cooling

Glitches

J. Piekarewicz (FSU) Nuclear Physics of Neutron Stars APS – April 11-14, 2015 9 / 16

Organizing Committee

Chuck Horowitz (Indiana)

Kees de Jager (JLAB)

Jim Lattimer (Stony Brook)

Witold Nazarewicz (UTK, ORNL)

Jorge Piekarewicz (FSU

Sponsors: Jefferson Lab, JSA

PREX is a fascinating experiment that uses parity

violation to accurately  determine the neutron

radius in 208Pb. This has broad applications to

astrophysics, nuclear structure, atomic parity non-

conservation and tests of the standard model.  The

conference will begin with introductory lectures

and we encourage new comers to attend.

For more information contact horowit@indiana.edu

Topics

Parity Violation

Theoretical descriptions of neutron-rich nuclei and

bulk matter

Laboratory measurements of neutron-rich nuclei

and bulk matter

Neutron-rich matter in Compact Stars / Astrophysics

Website: http://conferences.jlab.org/PREX



Neutron Stars: Unique Cosmic Laboratories
Neutron stars are the remnants of massive stellar explosions (CCSN)

Bound by gravity — NOT by the strong force
Satisfy the Tolman-Oppenheimer-Volkoff equation (vesc /c ~ 1/2)
Only Physics that the TOV equation is sensitive to: Equation of State 
EOS must span about 11 orders of magnitude in baryon density

Neutron Stars as Nuclear Physics Gold Mines
Neutron Stars are the remnants of massive stellar explosions

Are bound by gravity NOT by the strong force
Satisfy the Tolman-Oppenheimer-Volkoff equation (v

esc

/c⇠1/2)
Only Physics sensitive to: Equation of state of neutron-rich matter

EOS must span about 11 orders of magnitude in baryon density
Increase from 0.7!2M� must be explained by Nuclear Physics!

common feature of models that include the appearance of ‘exotic’
hadronic matter such as hyperons4,5 or kaon condensates3 at densities
of a few times the nuclear saturation density (ns), for example models
GS1 and GM3 in Fig. 3. Almost all such EOSs are ruled out by our
results. Our mass measurement does not rule out condensed quark
matter as a component of the neutron star interior6,21, but it strongly
constrains quark matter model parameters12. For the range of allowed
EOS lines presented in Fig. 3, typical values for the physical parameters
of J1614-2230 are a central baryondensity of between 2ns and 5ns and a
radius of between 11 and 15 km, which is only 2–3 times the
Schwarzschild radius for a 1.97M[ star. It has been proposed that
the Tolman VII EOS-independent analytic solution of Einstein’s
equations marks an upper limit on the ultimate density of observable
cold matter22. If this argument is correct, it follows that our mass mea-
surement sets an upper limit on this maximum density of
(3.746 0.15)3 1015 g cm23, or ,10ns.
Evolutionary models resulting in companion masses.0.4M[ gen-

erally predict that the neutron star accretes only a few hundredths of a
solar mass of material, and result in a mildly recycled pulsar23, that is
one with a spin period.8ms. A few models resulting in orbital para-
meters similar to those of J1614-223023,24 predict that the neutron star
could accrete up to 0.2M[, which is still significantly less than the
>0.6M[ needed to bring a neutron star formed at 1.4M[ up to the
observed mass of J1614-2230. A possible explanation is that some
neutron stars are formed massive (,1.9M[). Alternatively, the trans-
fer of mass from the companion may be more efficient than current
models predict. This suggests that systems with shorter initial orbital
periods and lower companion masses—those that produce the vast
majority of the fully recycled millisecond pulsar population23—may
experience even greater amounts of mass transfer. In either case, our
mass measurement for J1614-2230 suggests that many other milli-
second pulsars may also have masses much greater than 1.4M[.
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Figure 3 | Neutron star mass–radius diagram. The plot shows non-rotating
mass versus physical radius for several typical EOSs27: blue, nucleons; pink,
nucleons plus exoticmatter; green, strange quarkmatter. The horizontal bands
show the observational constraint from our J1614-2230 mass measurement of
(1.976 0.04)M[, similar measurements for two other millisecond pulsars8,28

and the range of observed masses for double neutron star binaries2. Any EOS
line that does not intersect the J1614-2230 band is ruled out by this
measurement. In particular, most EOS curves involving exotic matter, such as
kaon condensates or hyperons, tend to predict maximum masses well below
2.0M[ and are therefore ruled out. Including the effect of neutron star rotation
increases themaximum possiblemass for each EOS. For a 3.15-ms spin period,
this is a=2% correction29 and does not significantly alter our conclusions. The
grey regions show parameter space that is ruled out by other theoretical or
observational constraints2. GR, general relativity; P, spin period.
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Relativistic Density Functional Theory:
From Finite Nuclei to Neutron Stars

Relativistic Density Functional: The Effective Lagrangian Density

Lint = gs ̄ �� gv ̄�
µ Vµ �

g⇢

2
 ̄�µ⌧ · bµ � e ̄�µ⌧p Aµ

� 

3!
(gs�)3 � �

4!
(gs�)4+⇤v(g2

v V µVµ)(g2
⇢bµbµ)+

⇣

4!
g4

v (VµV µ)2

The Encoding:

gs and gv: saturation properties (⇢0 , "0 ! masses, charge radii)
g⇢: symmetry energy (J ⌘ a4 ! masses, charge radii)
 and �: nuclear compressibility (K0 ! ISGMR)
⇤v: slope symmetry energy (L! neutron skins, neutron-star radii)
⇣: high-density component of EOS (limiting neutron-star mass)
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