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What is 10 CFR 851?

• 10 CFR 851 is a DOE Rule that implements 
a worker safety and health program for the 
Department of Energy

• Congress directed DOE in December of 
2002 to put into effect regulations to cover 
contractors that fall under PAAA 
indemnification agreements in their 
contracts
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Supplemental Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in January 2006

• Proposed to:
− Establish a minimum set of safety and health 

requirements
− Establish an exemption process
− Explain in detail the role of the worker safety 

and health program and the ISM program
− Identify the duties of contractors at DOE sites
− Limit the scope of regulations to contractor 

activities and DOE sites
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How is it Different From What We’ve 
Been Doing

• Must have a written program that 
describes how we will comply with the 
requirements

• Written program must be approved by 
DOE

• Must report non-compliances
• Subject to penalties

− Civil penalties -up to $70,000, or 
− Contractually - reduction of fees
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Written Program Must Include Provisions 
for the Following Areas

• Construction safety
• Fire protection
• Firearms safety
• Explosives safety
• Pressure safety
• Electrical Safety
• Industrial hygiene
• Occupation medicine
• Biological safety 
• Motor vehicle safety
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Important Dates

• Must comply contractually with the rule 
before February 9, 2007

• Submit written program by February 26, 
2007

• Must achieve compliance with all 
requirements no later than May 25, 2007

• No work may be performed after May 25, 
2007 without an approved program
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What Are We Doing to Comply

• Conducted a gap analysis
• Correcting deficiencies
• Drafting a written program with input from 

SMEs, labor representatives, 
management, etc

• Biweekly meetings with participants and 
DOE representatives
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What Can You Do to Help

• Be aware of the hazards associated with the work
• Report health and safety issues to your 

supervisor/management
• Submit concerns through the I Care/We Care 

system 
• Use your stop/suspend work authority when there 

is a safety concern
• Watch out for your fellow worker
• Intervene when you see an unsafe activity
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Questions
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